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Job 28. 28. 


And unto Man he ſaid, Behold the fear 
of the Lord that uw Wiſdom, and t6 


' depart from evil is Underſlanding.” 


= Here is nothing that Man 
* doth more earneſtly pur- 


= Wiſdom and Underftand- 
| C89 ing, and there is nothing 

CARES thac God is more deſirous 
thathe ſhould obtain. And yer fach is the 
obſtinacy of our will, and the perverſeneſs 
of our Nature, that when God ſhews' us 
the true wiſdom and the way to it, we will 
notfollow his directions, bur ſeek for it ac- 
cording to our own fanfie, where it is never 
tobe had: And then no wonder if inthe 
end we prove ſuch fools,as to reap noother 
frait of our labour but ſhame and repen- 
cance ::np/wonder if we meet with death 
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- CF, 
where we expected life,and finddeftrution 
in thoſe things wherein we ſought for hap- 
pineſs. For it hath ever been thedevils policy, 
even from the very beginning of the worl 
ſo cunningly to counterfeit this ineftimable 
Jewel,that if we have not conſtant recourſe 
to Gods Word, to trie every thing we take 
for wiſdom by that. unerring touchſtone, 
and weigh it carefully in the ballance of the 
Sanctuary, we may eaſily be deceived with 
a worthleſs trifle inſtead of this pearl of 

reat price, we may embrace a ſhadow for a - 
: Ehance zi court ignorance and folly in- 
Read of Wiſdom and: erſtanding. Thus 
heoverthrew-our firſt Parents, by; erfwa- 


ding them to aſpire to a-greater mtaſiire 
Knowledge then God had thonghtfit to be- 
Row: upon them, and he hath.all along 


made uſe of the ſame temptation to the ru- 
ine of their Poſtericy. - He found it ſucceſs- 
full then,and-it hath been'ſo ever'ſince; and 
among all his wiles andftratagems he hath 
none by which he can ſo a inveigle us 
as this; 'no bait-'ſo fair, ſo taking, and ſo 
univerſally prevalent among the: Sons of 
men. as. this of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
Nay I may-in. ſome ſenſe-ſay that he hath 
no tempration at all by which he can move 
us but this alone, For did he-not-perſwade 

| men 


(3) | 
men intoa good opinion of themſelves,and: 
thac their wicked a&tions were: wiſe and 

rudent,he could never inducethem to em- 
ace his temptations : and; therefore: he 
ſutes them to every particulat mans humour 
and diſpofition.' He offers notthe: ladder of 
Honour tothe Sluggard, upon which: he 
knows the ambitious man will venture his 
life and fortunes ; but he brings a pillow to 
the one,and a ſcepter tothe other: he pro- 
former,” and' perl{wades him: that wiſdom 
ſhall pinBe 4 hiv a dream, and he ſhewes 
the latter all the kingdoms of the World and the glory 
7 them, and tells him that Wiſdom is to. be 
| found'no where but in the higheſt honour 
and.moſt ſplendid preferments. - He-tells 
the Miler that it conlifts in riches, and thac 
he muſt hoardit up in his coffers he tells the 
Glutton that he'ſhall-find it ina dainty diſh, 
' and he bids. the Revenger drink itup inthe 


blood of his enemies. - : - | 

But above all. other perſons, thoſe who 
one would think ſhould beithebelſt able/ro 
reſiſt bis temptations (I mean'the Learned) 
accoften times moſt eaſily, foiled by: him: 
Their great learning and pate excel- 
lent endowments, which might be-very 
ſcrviceableto Gods glory and+the- good: of | 


his 


"_ *Y 
his Church, he perſwades them to abuſe in 
the maintaining of wrangling Diſputari- 
ons, and unnece (an Tfoinetianes: dat- 
gerous) Controverſies. By which means he 
rents the ſeamleſs coat of Chriſt, divides the 
Church into Schiſms and FaRions, and 
ſhakes all into diſorder and Confuſion, He 
tells them,that toknow Chriſt and him cru- 
cified is bur a mean piece of knowledge, fit 
onely for men of weaket capacities to reſt 
content with. 'Butas for them, he would 
have them forealofr,and employ their time 
and ſtudy about deeper contemplations : 
examinewhatGod was doing before he cre- 
atedthe World : fcanalll the _ ues of his 
Providence :\ ſound the fathorntefsabyB' of = 
his unſearchable Decrees : Mille i if it were 
. pofſible, his moſt ſecret cloſer, and curi- 
ouſly prie into thoſe things which are con- 
cealed from Angels. This ſaithhe, 'is WIE 
dom, and this is Underſtand worth yto 
beacquired by men of Parts x 
And this vain and wicked C cog is 
unlawfull thirſt” after ' that- Know 
which is hidden from us, was rept bn:, 
of theſe words of my Text, -and indeed wr 
this whole Chapter. For Fobs three adorn | 
were very bold, and fooliſhly ficive in. 
their aſſertions concerning Crees, 
They 


0337" 
They thought it was alcogether inconſiſtent 
with: his infinite Goodnels co ſuffer! either 
the th. py to be in adverſity , .or the. 
ns to proſper in this world. And there-- 
ore when they conſidered that their friend 
F<, who. but.a while before had been a 
mighty Prince, was all of a ſuddenreduced 
ro moſt extream paventy; and as it were in 
a moment, by -unparalleled diſaſters, de- 
rived. of his whole Eſtate, his Children, 
bis health, and brought down. from, a 
Throne to a Dungigh they ftood all ama- 
zed and aſtoniſhed # his unexpected cala- 
mity ; and inſtead of performing the duty 
of Friends, and coratoremng ima his affli- 
ion, they moſt unfriendly and. unchari- 
tably cenſure him. And as if they had been 
of Gods ard Counſell, had ſtood by him, 
and throughly underſtood thewhole deſign 
of his Providence in, afflicting ſo ſeverely 
his ſervant Feb,they preſently conclude. him 
to be a moſt grievous ſinner, and that 
whatſoever ſpecious and fair ſhews he. had 
made of Righteouſneſs and Integrity, yer. 
they wereall falſe and counterfeit, and that 
God had now unmasked. him, and. by his 
heavy judgements plainly diſcovered toall 
the world that he was a moſt notorious Hy- 
pocrite, and that he 1's marked Han» 
: et 


- 
{et him np as a Btttagainſt which he would 
ddrall the Acros of his fury: and: indi- 
nation. : . | | 
All this Fob hears and endures with pati- 
ence. He was ſenfible enough that God 
had afflicted him, and he knew too that it - 
was not for his Hypocriſie, but for ſome ſe- 
cret end beſt known to his infinite Wiſdom: 
and therefore heenquires not after it, but 
labours to perform his own Duty, and 
to receive evil from the Hand of God, if 
he ſends it to him,as weltas good, and pati- 
ently to bear whatſoever burden he laiesup- 
on him , as one that was well aſſured thac 
though is « little wrath he hid his face from him for 
« moment, yet with everlaſting kindneſs he would have 
mercy on bim. _ | 
This is all the wiſdom he afpires to, he 
meddles not with Gods ſecret counſell, nor 
ſearches after the Knowledge which he 
knew was t wonderfull for him, And what he 
himſelf practiſes he adviſes his Friends here 
to-practiſe roo,and blames them for preten- 
ding ſo fondly togive an account of the a&ti- 
-ons of Gods Providence, and for thirſting 
_ afrerthat Wildom which they can never at- 
tainto.” Tis the fubje&ofthis whole chapter, 
in. which he ſets forth moſt eloquently the - 
mpoſhbility of ever acquiring thisWi ms, 
? | which 
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which God hath reſerved to himſelf as'his 
own. peculiar: phos jacks For oy by 


hath made a enquiry; os 

throughoutall hes world; ranſak'd the Air, 

_ the Earth, the''Sea 5 nay even. hell ic felf. 
and ext. not found itz heconcludes'inthe- 23 


of this Chapter: that: God =— Ws the 


a thereof, and he knows the place t 
God underſtands ir, and he onel 
ftands i it; andhe will have nonee —_ un- 
derftand ie,: or meddle with it. He hath'or- 
dained- another ſort of Wiſdom for Maivto 
ſeck after, which though it will nor ſatisfie 
Kr Hot fond curiolity of every inquilitive Brain 
is ll longin ingfor, for ca Frere fr 


yet it-wyall one 
tharacaen wiſeuneo Sabvaion. And 


cello at make 


ris, and turnaway onrejeoio [thoſe Fa 
nitiesand chatfali Wi om which we are 
ro0 x6ady to follow; after, | _up- 
we 

the Lord, that is i ts iow er 
i Under tand: ſly 13 THOCE! 

la the handling of which words Kate 
dravour,, Firſtegthew: whati | 
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by the Fear of the girl -Secondly \ what It is 
£0 pen from evil. And third| y proye that 
rodepart from evil in. the , and Fear 
of the Lord is the greateſt wiſdom that Man 
is capable of. Of theſe inorder. . 

And Firſt of the fear of 'the: Lord. There 
is fearof the Lord which is 'notWiſdom, 
nor Underſtandingj:. nay it is Folly, it is 

 Magnefs,itis Sin.I mean luch a fear as1s pe- 
culiar only to wicked. men;a fear that repre- 
ſents God to . them: frowning; armed with 
thunder; and-- ready to take-vengeance'o0n 
their crimes : a very anwelcome: gueſt in 
their Breafts, which ſhews them as ir were 
of hole apinoa nd gives thema taſte here 
ertall rorments! which' ſhall 'be 

after.” | Thisis the' evil ſpi- 

rit ror = Lerd which'troubled $a This is 
Rows which beſed: pg ldalaggans 
ſmuote his knees one ag er;/when 
held the hand-vriting againſt hirv-up- 
ys ;-that-fear> which made: Cain 
fugitive and. boi inthe Earth, and drove 
Ahitophel and Fudas x Soleſperatiort Thisis ſo 
farfrom beinga bleſfing;char-ic is a curle,'a 
vexation,a.tormenting-Fury-which wicked 
men labour all they can to- chaſe out of 
their; hearts:t- but - alas? itis all-in vain ; it 
hounks them; Fila and. will 'never 4 
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fromithem,; till they depart from evil. In- 

deed perhaps itmay ſometimes give them 

aliccle intermiſſion : but yer it rerurns again 

with the greater violence. No place is ſe- 

cure from it where wicked men cancome 

bur” it follows and (purſues them every 
where; embirters all their joyes and plea- 

fures; torments them day and+ night, and 
affrights'them even in their dreams: This 
is'onefear of the Lord, but not-thart fear 

which is here meant in my Text : for if this 

be all the wiſdom mani canatcain to, ſurely 

then of all 'creatures he is the moſtmi- 
ferable.' I? iky EEO u 

- Bur we may go adegree further till, and 

yet come ſhort of the true Fear of God.'For 

there are ſome mentharſofear Him, as that . 
they wilt endeavour: to abſtzinifrom'grtoſs 

and ſcandalous fins: but-not'ont of any 
true lovethey have for God, or any katred 
choybevrabn 7burkicerl ooh ScIFin- 
tereſt; thar they may-(if p e): eſcape 
that vengeance which they know'will*one 


day beexecuted n tags, _m_— ; 
"rOwill/nge 57 is fears ih all'tmen, 
ſjn:forit is iv forne 2 Virttic'/andifitbe'n 
the Wiſdotwherein” the Text, yet it” is,ar 
leaft 4 good ftep toward cheobaining of: 
0 
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Fords10i #traeMatim:ithit noman 
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of a ſudden become a moſt notorious 6 in- 
ner : ſoit isas true one the.ccontrary,that.no 
man that hath been a ſinner (and ſuch we 
areall by Nature) can, without ſuch a mi- 
 racle as was wrought at the Converlion of 
S. Paul, in thetwinkling of an eye become 
2 Saint of the firſt M nitude, No,wemult 
be content to acquire this perfe&tion by de- 
rees ; we mult creep, before we can go : 

e Babes in SP before. we can be 
ſtrong Men. We muſt ps on frrength to 
frrength ; from grace to grace, before we can 
appear befire Godin Siew, For certainly God 
would neyer have ſet before us Life and 
Death; never have } ena tous in his 
word Rewards and Puniſhments ; nor bave 
rold us of a curled and-a bleſſed Eternity,if 
he did not allow us to fear the one, and to 

FN hc Goh wah bſo fark 
ay r wrath is ſo ar from 
being, unlaw keſegr pf ; 1tiis ablolutely ne- 
C cſlary., ay Won receive the 9 not _ 


to fear, before MP wo = 
Abba, [nu ted bs <6 


nero Bo may be fen- 
wW PIR we baveof 4 Saviour, 
ae wounds muſtbe cleanſed with a Cor- 
rofive. before we 7 gs in Oyl, and they 
as firſt ſmart with the Waters: of Mereb, 


fore 


Cn) 
beforethey be refreſhed withthe Balin of 
Gilead, We muſt fear God asan Judge, 
before wecan love him as a render Father : 
and we muſt trembleat his Terrours before 
we can adore his Mercy. 

But alchough thisfear be good in thoſe 
Perſons whoare carefull toimprove it, and | 
make ita ſtep to further Graces : yer it is 
ſinfull and wicked in all thoſe whoreſtcon- 
rent with this, and neveraim at any higher 
Perfe&ion; bur think that 7 are 
Chriſtians, if they abſtain'from forme ſins 
meerly out of hopes ro eſcape damnation ; 
tho ughithey never had (nor intendto have) 
anyunbſet the Glory of God, noran "h 
rredfor Sin : nay though i ndeed' t} yl | 
ir at_their heart, and' woes wa 
were no God'to 'condeminth 
rorment them, that'"ſo'th 
licenſe to commit wickedneſs 


£0 yoni, vg 


fecond degree of the fear of Go, 2, webe 
1t israther the- fear of Hells to ſpeak 
moſt properly, ris the love: of ' our ſelves. 
1 come now. toi fhew- your what the xgrue 
fear of God is thatfear "which the Texttets 


__ 


usisWiſdom, And this is firch afear of God as 
proceeds fromlove; nay indeed it is nothit ale 


C2) 
elſe but love,not of our ſelyes,as the former - 
fear,but of God astheonely object that.can 
deſerve our affeQions, as the greateſt, the 
onely Good, and the ſole author and foun- 
tain of all our TUPRNERSO then this Grace 
may be ftiled indifferencly either Fear or 
Love, And itis no;,myſtery neither, Fear 
being, ever an. inſeparable. companion of 
Love. For he that loves fears nothing more 
then to offend the perſon whom he: loves : 
andif he haye the ill fortune to do it,isrea- 


# &— + + 


che World, And by how much che greater 


NS | 


2a” of 


Love and Adoration muſt be infinite too, 
This is that Fear which ſupported Fob un- 


der his mighty afflictions;.enabled him to 
baffle all Satans deſigns; made him triumph 


rthe fury and malice of Hell,and tran(- 
ted him to that incomparable rxpretiog 
| O 


we « 


7 the! r_ A, repoſted. a. 
' yet wlll 1 
as 'he pint ax ro nts 
ans by eur Fran 
own 14 im,yet he would nor. 
for ever. ones. that drop mann Sen. ac 


& blow over, ha chat. the. ſun-ſhine of 
favour wou in enlighten hint, | 

bo break through this Tn cloud, which 
for a while ſeemed to intercept ie.But come - 
what will ont; whether he live or dic,he is 
reſolved both-to live & to diein the Fear of 
che Lord; This is hisLoad-ftar,by which like 
a skilfull Pilot he ſteers through the tem- 
peſt. Andthough his riches have mede chem- 


fe: wing a are are fot from him : his 


his friend mower ofa "Hypo 
is $ im for an 
the wife of his boſom rail MP preng 
4 him thatdeſperateand | counſel}; 
ae ehnay i die: *theogh he is become a 
hog ing-ſtock to thoſe Perſons wheſe fathers 
once. he would have diſdained tohave ſet «ig 1 
of his flock : though be be thus forſaken of all 
the world, deflitmte, affliited, tormented ,, and: 
inall outwar appearance forlaken even of 
God himſelf roo, and made;a ruphylþes 


Racle of his wrath /and in | 
De ſoyoyt for all mls mor charges. God fo 
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nay dechoiendy wy ur peels knows 
a his:enem Ye was AO wreatity prokiſy bi 
reateſt;; his nely friend.! And ro! fa 
Ne worlkine ;him'as' well when the #015 of af- 
OTF as phage him, as when God preſer= 
ved him; ani male his eandle''0 ſhine wy bis Brad, 
He adores” him as auch” onthe Dunghill 
asonthe Throne; praiſes his Name as well 
when his head is covered. with afhes as if ic 
wore aDiadem,and Ives re vihanks,when 
he hath left him not [heard ro 
ſerape his-fores;as heart: lewis eh tie made 
him the greatef all che men of the Exft;, and 
erowned him with bo kindneſs aud trnder mercies, 
This Tay is: thay fear -which eatried Fob. 
chrough fiich a fea of troubles ;-armed him 
again the Rrengrh and. nora of Saran, 
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Thae more God 'to: us 
evil, and drives usfrom him " 
ing foe *this makes us long for him (as in 
realicy hes) as the greaceſt Jand with 
_ thatwe! 5 Hike « Dive that wen! <5 
fly into his embraces. > Tharis a fear of 
- and this of his Mercy; that a Po 
meng;" aridtbis of . Inaword, 
that 
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| | upon him,as God 
Lone to 6f5ns as he eebellions Hrae- 
lites. He finds/no- Ove firiafacion in any 
thing ; hathno comfort in any, of his acti- 
ons,” 'norinany of hishours : t in the mor- 


| ning be ſaith voto. etch inp. and in the 

evening would Ged it wet morning. 'AV the reme- 

dieshe makesuſeo, {o/ AS? as he megles 
exc, arebuclike water 


thisoneinmy'T 
Mako ew as is. bovis g to. 
om' healing, Sheyadgmene: enrage 
hisdiſtemper.. His Friends, his merry Com- 
panions, and his full Bowls however they 
ay ſeer while to/ mitigate his pain, 
deafen the cries of his guilcy Conſcience, 
and ftave off that wormwhic TR% 
yet hewill findinthe end that he takes his 
 meaſuresfalſe, and thathe drinks his Poi« 
ſon inſtead of his Antidote, For Conſcience 
7,yea and crythelouder too, the 
more he endeavoursthusto filence ir. And 
char Worm, though. perhaps it forbear a 
lictle z Yer it will return again more only 
then 


(21) 
pt and bite with a greater'fury, with 
a ſharper appetite: ''/ 11575 1581 Io] tu 
. Wharfollythen, what madneſs'is this; to 
harbour ſuch /an implacable enemyin our 
boſom, as will ſufferus to enjoy no : 
nor comfort in this World; yea and-will fol- 
low usintothe next World: coo; and; there 
torment us 'to Ecernity! And-if-it:be!the 
greateſt folly. to run into ſuch. an uncon- 
ceivable evil as this ; thencertainly.on.'the 
contrary, itmuſt.needs be:the greateſt: wil 
dom imaginable-:ta avoidit 2:0f. ifwe'! be 
fallen into it; to make a ſpeedy-elcape out 
of-it again. Andrtodo thisno other courſe 
canbetaken but-that which my'Texe here 
preſcribes 'to us, To feer the Zvrd, ani to depart 
fromwvil. \- Te tnoqq e901, TAIER 

Bur ſecondly, -as this Wiſdom deliyers us* 
from the greateſt evil, ſo ir-procures for us 
alſo the- greateſt good. Toreſcue a-man 
from: danger, and afterwards totak&no fur- 
ther care of -bim, is noextraqtdinary-kind- 
neſs. But as Pharaoh did by Foſeph, torexalt a 
manfrom a Priſon to a Palace'; to knock 
off his iron ſhackles, and puthim.on-a ring 
of gold ; not onelytogivehimhis fxeedom, 
but to make him-Ruler over/a mighty 
Kingdom, isa favour beyond all expeta- 
tion. - But'this, and' much more, doth this 
Alarg2l D - - Wiſdom 


| (22) 

Wiſdam do for us.” 'If it had onely reſcued 
us from that everlaſting miſery ro:which 
weare all obnoxious;'it had then been'no 
common Benefa&our : but it does more 
forus then ſo, It does not onely deliver us 
from Hell, butit entitles us to Heaven. Ic 
does not: onely free us from the bondage 
and tyranny of Sin and'Satan;'but it advan- 
ces us alſo into the glorious liberty of the Children of 
- Grd, It does not onely'pluck' us from the 
Jawsof that roaring Lion; 'but it lodges us 
Gfe and ſecure in the arms of our Saviour. 
© Andnow ashethat hath not this Fear of 
God beforehiseyes fears every thing; ſo he 
that hath it fears nothing elſe, but God a- 
Jone. This Fear arms and fortifics him a- 
gainft whatſoever appears to other menfor- 
© midable. He caresnor; though the whole. 
'world be hisenemy, whileGod'1shisFriend. 
He is not co. be-won by its enticements, nor 
daunted*by irs chreatnings: but he ſtands 
firm and'unſhaken-upon this rock, 'exalred 
aboveits frowns and: ſmiles: | 

. Confeience, that isſo terrible an enemy 
tohimthatfearsnor God, is his moſt faith- 
full MET Er nepocable 2 friend, 
as 1t is a drea enemy) It alwaies joyns. 
with God,'it is his'Vice-roy to wes ITS 
that fentence'on Earth which he paſſes in: 
| c. Heaven, 


Lag <0 


| Cl: 
God is big refuge 8m ; he may fay with 
the Plalmitt bt, will nor fear though 
the Earth be removed, and 1 the Movntdijes be 
carried into the midſt of the fee. This will enable 
-him to comport and demean himlelf like a 
Child of Godinall condicibas;It will reach 
him with-S, Pasl jw wherſaewer fate be is therewith 
tobe content,  Fhis will ſweeren every bitrer 
cups: This-will lighten che burden: of his 
aftliction../-This will wake! ell bis bed in his fick- 
»fs. | This will-ill bimiwith joy even at the 
hourof hisdeath, and enable him co deliver 
up his ſoul intorhe hand of God with com- 
fort,.and full alurance of a bleſſed Reſur- 
rectioh. And then inthargrees and t6r1ibio day 
of the Lord, wherein the Heavens being on fitd ſhall be 
. diſſoburd and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; 
when. is whole World ſhall tremble, and 
ncither Heayen nor Exrth be able to abide 


thedreadfull approach of chat grear Jri 
fore him ; ' when the Wicked ſhall call iw v4" to 
the Monntains and Rocks ro fall on then; and ol the 
tribes of the earth: ſhall moines ;' Dhen thall Con- 
ſcience ſhew ic ſelf:robe 1a"triolt- fairhfall 
Oe eEE Chee 
Joy, plead for.him again atl- bis Accofers, 
and through themerits andmercy-of Ohrift 
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it him at thar'\gtand Tribuiial.: Then 
word iſdom as ithath'freed him from 


cheg evil, from fin-andhell ; ſo alſo 
co upon him the fot Good: and-in- 
| reſthira a with cena Holineſs and. Hap- 


"Thirdly and. laftly, All athed Wiſdom 
without thisis but meer Folly; but this of 
it ſelf alone, withour thehelpand concur- 

renceof any Eng, elſe which the: world 
calls Wiſdom, is ufficientto-make us eter- 
_ nally happy. | For in. what' elſe ſhall we 
place Wiſdom, if not inthe Fear of the Lord ? 
Shall we place it in-pleaſures 2 Alas there 
| arenoneto befaundany where, but: a.Gods 
zight hand. [The 6 Py of this. world are 
but torments.;. they-ſeem perhaps to delight 
us. a little : for. the. jprefanc, buc ſoon after: 
they e7 REOaT che heart. /Shall we place it 

v9; Huy 6 but burfading 2nd periſh- 


Ne tly leave us: 
7; if che ' y hot a car roy wich tis\never-ſo6 
long, thew us at they Profit mr 
i the dny of at, .. Shall -we place 4t in Ho- 
nour? [there is more uncertain then' 
that : for Gees oo be never lo.ſplendid and 
pared wo the ile ;;/yetitmuſtere long 

leiid in the one; Honour:and Autho- 
BY is © far kombeinganordinaryand; in-- 


different 


. < 
” 
< d 


diffetent;thing;that if we confider icarighe;,ic 


is perhaps the gteaceft temporalBlefſing that 
ON hetk [od beftow upon Man: Gb ings 
and Rulers have'this: happineſs 'above the 
reſt of Mankind, that chey: have power to 


_ do more good inthe world,-and to bring 


greater glory: to:God: they inferiour: per- 


1ons, and conſequently 'may* procure for 


themſelves a more honourable Throne,and 
a brighter Crown in-Heaven: /Allſhall be 
there full of glory, and every ohe perfe&tly 
fatisfhed:and- content with his own- conditi-: 
on : but yetthere ſhall bea difference; and 
while ſome {hall but ewinkle as the Stars; 
others ſhall ſhine as the Sun. | The meaneff 


Subje& that hath'been loyal ro hisKing,a 
obedient to his God; oy MOOT yr oy 


rewarded- with an-incortuptible*Crown ; 
for we ſhall-all be Kings and Priefts unto" God. 
Buc I-know-.not any \thing-in "py. ane 
—_ not freely permit ag f Be oy 
'g10Us Prince to hope to-beas hiphly 'ad- 
yanced above his Subjects ret Fas..4ng 'e- 
ver tie wasbere one _ ' if he manages 
his Sceptre with this Wiſdom here in'my 
Text, which will be 'fure; to eftablifh- 
Throne, and make his Crown to flourifh; 
Again, ſhall we place Wiſdom'in' Lear- 
ning 2 This alfſo,if it be fanctified by-Giacey 
13 
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15a very great Bleffing : but without-rhat ir 
15 as Gs Curſe; without Grace it will bur 
pots. a0 man to fin more | mtr ent ; in- 
ſomuchthat he that hath a learned head,and 
an unſan&ified heart, may almoſt ſtand in 
competition with the Devil himſelf, who 
ſhould be the Maſter' worker of iniquity, 
and gain moſt Proſelytes cothe kingdom of 
Darkneſs. The ignoranteſtPeſant may make 
a ſorryſhift rogrope out his ws. rv hell;e- 
ven blindfold:but the learnedAtheiſt ſees {o 
 manyroadsto it,that he will ro chuſe 

his way ſodiſcteetly,as to be ſure to provide 
for himſelf one of the hotteſt places. S. Paw! 
had: continued a Perſecutonr to bis dying 
day, notwithſtanding all chat Learning rhac 
| he gotat rheferr of 'Gameliet, had he not alſo 
learned Chriſt. Andcherefore he profeſles 
this tobe the onely truaeWiſdom-: for, faith 
he,7 comntull things but oſs far the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Feſws my Lord, Phil. 3. 8. © 
- But toriſe yer one ſte higher then Lear- 
ning canadvance us. Suppoſe God ſhould 
endueus with the Spirit of Propheſie to 
foretel} things tocome; or with a power 
to work Miracles: and to caft out devils; 
yet we ſhould benever the nearer to Hea- 
ven for all this, without the Wiſdom herein 
my. Text. For one of theſe faculties ou os 
Bl owe 


—_ 


ftowed on B«lewn , and yer, for all his ge 

wiſhes "tis probable [that 'be digd not” the 
death of the Righteows : and the other on Fades; 
and yet himſelf was « Devil. Alas wha 
were we the better, if we knew the hour 
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of our death , if we knew roo that from that - 


hour our everlaſting puniſhment ſhould 
bear its date 2 What would-it profit” us, 
though we knew the minute - when the 
Archangel ſhould - begin to fonnd his 
Trump ; if we knewwithall chattharſonnd 
ſhould ſummon us to hear the Sentence of 
our eternall condemnation 2 Sach Wiſdom 
as this would be ſo far from making us hap- 
Py, that it would antedate our milery; and 
torment us before thetime.: Allotherthings 
then, ſolong aswe want this thing which 
s needfull, will be but weak Advocates to 
plead our cauſe before Chriſts Tribunal. - 
' Andasall the Wiſdom of the world will 
profitus nothing without —_—— of it ſelf 


alone is ſufficient to make us happy. He that. 


hath never been either at Rome or Athens, nay 
though he knows not ſo much as one letter 
of the Alphabet, is wiſe enough, if he hath 
but learned the Croſs of Chriſt.' He that is 
never ſo poor, hath wealth enough,it he be 
but rich in Faith,and though heappear to men 


4: having nothing ,yet poſſeſſes all things, The Brother - 
- of” 
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.. But to what. purpoſe ſhould Ih nd any 
rorewords in illuſtrating the, incompa- 
lewocch of this Wildom, which as. it 
deſerves all,ſoit needs no commendation. 2 
.. I will there Re Suenin you no longer, but 
conclude all in ew of the-Prophet 
Cafe 9 Y- 33.24 4+. Thus ſaith the 
Lord, Let not - Wiſe man in his Wiſdom, nee 
they let the Mighty mas . lo is Yi Might ; let not the 
Rich man'glory 3n bis Riches, But let himthat glories 
glory in thi s, that be under ands and knows me, that I 
wn _ Lird which exerciſe loving kindneſs judgement, 


Arighenſs inte Bath: orin the ; thi ks: + 


